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Abstract

The conversion of land function in Bangsar South Malaysia occurred due to the development of forest land
use into building land. The conversion of this land has not been fully carried out and is still under
construction. Some Malaysians reject the land conversion function by making a petition to refuse land
conversion activities to be carried out in Bangsar South Malaysia. The purpose of this study was to find out
the perception of Malaysian people about the conversion of forest land into building land in Bangsar South
Malaysia. The collection data method used in this research is the interview technique. The results of this
study indicate that the Malaysian public's perception of the conversion of forest land to building land in
Bangsar South Malaysia showed disagreement with some of the reasons they put forward. The reasons for
the refusal by the Malaysians include damaging to the forest areas, reducing buffer zones, causing the
possibility of flooding, increasing environmental temperature, causing a lack of absorption of groundwater
and reducing fauna habitat in the forest which causes the fauna to move towards residential areas and disturb
the security of the surrounding population..

Keywords: Land Conversion, Bangsar South, Malaysia

Introduction

The increasing demand for land which is used for development as a result of land use that continues
to move towards forest areas in Bangsar South Malaysia. As a result, a lot of green lands is converted into a
building that is physically built as it is built into a residential area or as a fulfilment of the need for
infrastructure and so on. The need for building land is a need that must be met including the increase in the
construction of new infrastructure to support activities and services in daily activities (Hermon, 2016a;
Hermon, 2017a). The conversion of this land function gave rise to various perceptions among Malaysian
society. This is due to the existence of other development plans that require wider land and not only for the
benefit of residential areas, but also for the interests of entrepreneurs. In addition, the negative impacts on the
environment resulting from the conversion of land also became a polemic among the people so that the
people petitioned for the refusal of land conversion in Bangsar South Malaysia. Therefore, the conversion of
the land function needs to be considered and examined regarding the perception of the people in the vicinity
of the Bangsar South area. This is useful for the future input for the Malaysian government in decision
making regarding the conversion of land carried out in the Bangsar South area. So that this research is carried
out with the title of people's perception of the conversion of forest land into building land in Bangsar South
Malaysia.
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Method

This type of this research is a qualitative descriptive study. The data collection technique of this
research is interview techniques. Research data were collected from the results of the interview with
informants in the form of primary data or taken directly from the field. The research instrument was the
researcher himself and the voice recorder and a set of questions about the perception of the Malaysian people
about the conversion of forest land into building land in Bangsar South Malaysia.

Results and Discussion

According to Umar et al., (2016); Hermon (2010a); Hermon (2012a); Hermon (2015), that human
life cannot be separated from land use. The conversion of land function has the meaning of changing the
function of the land that has been planned, whether some part or all part of the land area from its original
function to another function and usually converted into the development sector. The conversion of land
functions can also be interpreted as the initial land use change that has been converted to other land uses that
have been planned by certain parties by the conversion of the land function.

The conversion of the land function is no longer a strange thing to hear (Hermon, 2009; Hermon,
2010b). This phenomenon has occurred in many areas that are under construction (Hermon, 2012b; Hermon,
2014a; Hermon, 2014b). Along with its development, the development in almost all cities also experienced
physical development as in other large public cities, that is to say more built facilities and infrastructure
supported by the increasing capacity and welfare of the community, the physical development of the city also
continued to accelerate rapidly (Hermon, 2016a; Hermon, 2016b). But on the other hand, this development
has a negative impact on vegetated land or green space because more and more of the conversion from green
areas into built areas causing more limited land for green space. The symptoms of this development are seen
as the initial degradation of the decreasing availability of green open spaces (Hermon, 2001; Hermon and
Khairani, 2009; Hermon, 2011; Hermon, 2012¢c). Many green lands are converted into shops, settlements,
industries, roads and other infrastructure. In the end, there will be an imbalance between the extent of the
land being built and the small amount of land for urban forests. The existence of forests as green space is
needed in the arrangement of integrated areas in the region to compensate for building density. The various
forms of green space activities are generally as shade from the warming of the surrounding environment and
as a place for people to socialize and interact with nature. Fulfilment of green areas in urban areas is an initial
effort to foster awareness of environmental media in terms of the tendency to decrease the availability of
clean and healthy air due to natural degradation. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (2008); Hermon et al., (2017); Hermon et al., (2018a); Hermon et al., (2018b); Hermon et al.,
(2018c), that global warming (global warming) has now become a serious phenomenon and has a major
influence on human life today, not only for the ecological environment but also for the social and cultural
environment. Basically, global warming is an increase in global temperature from year to year. One of the
causes is the greenhouse effect (Kristian and Oktorie, 2018). There are several factors that led to the
conversion of forest land. Important factors that cause land use transfer are :

1. Increasing population

As time goes by, the population increases. The rapid increase in population certainly results in more land
or the amount of land needed.

2. Improving the standard of living of the community

Improving living standards can also be said to be one of the driving factors (causes) of land use change
activities, as seen from land demand due to the increasing intensity of community activities such as
shopping centres, highways, tourist attractions (recreation areas), sports fields, and places - other public
places.

3. The need for infrastructure development

The need for existing infrastructure makes the possibility of the conversion of forest land into building
land. The needs related to this infrastructure are settlements, roads, malls and several other buildings that
support business and daily activities. However, by putting aside environmental problems that might occur
and the impact on local communities around the area that are subject to the conversion of land use.
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The conversion of forest land into a constructed building that has a different function from other
than green land cannot be dealt with during development for the construction of the area still occurs (Oktorie,
2017). However, there are a number of strategies to anticipate and overcome the problems that arise due to
the conversion of land functions before over-functioning occurs. There are the coping strategies:

1. Minimizing opportunities for land use change by reducing the intensity of factors that can encourage the
change of land use.

2. Controlling land conversion activities in order to suppress potential negative impacts.

3. Overcoming or neutralizing the negative impacts of land conversion.

4. Minimizing the chance of land conversion by reducing the intensity of factors that can encourage land
conversion that can be realized with the following efforts:
a. Suppress the rate of population growth.
b. Relocation or resettlement of residents to reduce pressure on land.
c. Developing progressive taxes on non-green or non-forest land to reduce excessive and inefficient land

demand.

d. Applying the principle of land saving in developing every land use.

The conversion of forest land in Bangsar South creates a perception in Malaysian society. Even the
people petitioned the land conversion function, they refused. The reason for the refusal by the Malaysians of
the conversion of forest land to building land includes:

1. Damage to the forest area

The conversion of forest land to building land carried out in Bangsar South caused damage to the
forest area with reduced the flora found there which would also have a direct impact on the fauna contained
there. The biodiversity contained in the forest will also be greatly reduced and the forest that was originally
in good condition will be disrupted and damaged due to changes in land use into building land. Natural forest
areas as well as being a place to live or habitat for existing forest fauna becomes narrow and causes existing
fauna to lose their homes. In addition, forests that are forcibly cleared will certainly suffer damage and also
burning some of the remaining results of clearing will also cause damage to the land of the forest area that
has undergone into land conversion.

2. Reduced buffer zone

Forests as buffer zones and protected areas and green open spaces are reduced. So that the forest as
a life buffer has decreased its role and experienced the decreasing area. So that the balance of the previous
environment will be disturbed as well. The buffer zone which is one of the important things in maintaining
the balance of the environment will be greatly reduced if there is a large conversion of forest land into
building land.

3. Causes the possibility of flooding and causes a lack of absorption of groundwater

Flooding can occur if running water and water descending from the sky due to heavy rain floats
widely on the ground. The conversion of forest land will cause a greater possibility of flooding. This is
related to the increasing run-off that will occur due to the reducing of land cover in the form of forests that
can reduce the possibility of flooding. The lack of vegetation or forest vegetation causes the decreasing of
water to be absorbed into the soil so that water builds up and can increase the possibility of flooding.

4. Increased ambient temperature

Forest as an Oz producer can cool the ambient temperature. Besides that, the photosynthetic
activities of plants contained in the forest are able to absorb CO> which is a gas which causes the increasing
of the temperature in the environment. If there is a conversion of forest land into building land, then the
number of plants in the forest will be reduced, causing O2 production to decline and conversely the presence
of CO; increases from the previous amount. This certainly causes the environment temperature to tend to
increase and cause public discomfort.

5. Reduced habitat for forest fauna

The conversion of forest land into building land causes the forest to narrow as a habitat for several
faunae that lives in it. So that causes the fauna to move to find a new place to live. The fauna also disturbs the
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security of the surrounding residents due to their movement to find a new place to live in residential areas.
Forest fauna which tends to be partly wild makes the surrounding community feel threatened.

Conclusion

The conversion of land function means that the change in the function of the land that has been
planned, either some part or all part of the land area from the original function becomes another function and
usually converted to the development sector. The conversion of land function can also be interpreted as the
initial land use change that has been converted to other land uses that have been planned by certain parties
with the conversion of the land function. There are several factors that led to the conversion of forest land.
Important factors that cause land use transfer are: increasing population; improving the standard of living of
the community, the need for infrastructure development; efforts that can be made in reducing the possibility
of the conversion of forest land into building land and the reason for the refusal by the Malaysians of the
conversion of forest land to building land includes damage to forest area, reduced buffer zone, causes the
possibility of flooding and causes a lack of absorption of groundwater, increased ambient temperature,
reduced habitat for forest fauna.
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